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STCWMARKET  URBAN  BISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 

ST  O'  ^MARKET. 

September,  1957. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOVMARKET  URBAN  BISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1956. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  estimated  population  is  about  stationary.  There  was 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  births,  but  the  Standardised 
Birth  Rate  (15.36)  is  still  slightly  below  that  of  England  and 
Wales  (15.7).  Hour  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  died, 
compared  with  two  last  year.  This  increase  has  caused  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  to  rise  to  35.1*  The  Standardised 
Beath  Rate  has  decreased  from  10.57  to  9.3.  The  Beath  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  11.7. 


INFECTIOUS  BISEASES. 


In  common  with  other  parts  of  Suffolk  there  was  an  epidemic 
of  Measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  no  deaths 
occurred.  One  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  was  notified. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement . 

I  am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  Pisher  and  Mr.  Whiteley  for  their 
continued  assistance,  and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Members 
of  the  Council’s  staff  who  have  always  been  most  helpful. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Are  a  ...  ...  ... 

Population  (estimated  mid-year 
Home  Population, Registrar 
General’s  Figure).  ... 

Inhabited  Houses.  ... 

Rateable  Value.  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


1,696  acres . 


7,570. 

2,499. 

£103,340. 

£405. 


1. 


.J 


BIRTHS .  (Registrar  General's  figures) . 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


ih_ 

F. 

Total. 

Total. 

•  «  • 

64 . 

50. 

114. 

Legit imate.  ... 

•  •  • 

64  • 

50. 

114. 

Illegitimate.  ... 

•  •  • 

• 

• 

BIRTH  RATE  s- 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population. 
Per  1,000  home  population  -  England  &  Wales. 
Comparability  factor. 

Standardised  Birth  Rate. 


15.06 

15.7 

1.02 

15.36 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


M. 


Total. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

RATE  : - 


Per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births, 
do.  England  &  Wales. 


F.  Total. 

1.  1. 

1.  1. 


=  8.7 

=  23.0 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  (Under  one  year). 


Total. 
Legitimate . 
Illegitimate . 


M.  F.  Total. 

3.  1.  4. 

3.  1.  4. 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  FOUR  WE/dKS  OF  AGE. 


[yT 

L  l  • 


F.  Total. 


Tot  al. 
Legitimate . 
Illegitimate . 


3.  1.  4. 

3.  1.  4. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Per  1,000  live  births. 

do.  England  &  Wales. 


35.1 

23.8 


DEATHS .  ( Registrar  General's  figures). 


ALL  CAUSES. 


M.  F.  Total. 
36.  34.  70. 


DEATH  RATE 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  home  population. 
Per  1,000  home  population  -  England  &  Wales. 
Comparability  factor. 

Standardised  Death  Rate. 


9.25 

11.7 

1.01 

9.3 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30142490 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory, 
do.  other. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 
Malignant  neoplasm, stomach, 

do.  lung, bronchus . 

do.  breast. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms . 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 
Coronary  disease,  angina. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

Other  heart  disease. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

Inf luenza. 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis . 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  and  duodenum. 
Congenital  malformations. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
All  accidents. 

Suicide . 


Totals 


Total  Total 


Mj_ 

P. 

1956. 

1955 

1. 

— 

1. 

1. 

— , 

““  • 

1. 

- . 

~ “  • 

1. 

1. 

— . 

1. 

2. 

1. 

— . 

1. 

5. 

— • 

2. 

2. 

“  • 

2. 

4. 

6. 

4. 

1. 

— . 

1. 

e 

4. 

1. 

5. 

8. 

6. 

7 

3  • 

9. 

12. 

1. 

l. 

2. 

3. 

7. 

10. 

17. 

25. 

1. 

4. 

5. 

4. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

- . 

-. 

*“  • 

5. 

2. 

1. 

3. 

2. 

— , 

1. 

1. 

• 

1. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

6, 

5. 

11. 

5. 

— . 

1. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

-. 

1. 

2. 

36. 

i 

©  I 

1 

rO  1 

t 

1 

i 

i 

i  —j 

I  o 

|  • 

l 

I 

85. 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  POR  THE  LAST  THREE  YEARS. 


. .  '  '  “ 

1954. 

1955. 

1 

i  England  j 
1956.  |  &  Vales 

j  1956. 

\ 

;  Inhabited  Houses. 

! 

2431. 

2473. 

2499. 

• 

j- 

j  Population  (Registrar 

]  General's  figures). 

L 

7530. 

7560. 

7570. 

1  Live  Births. 

i! 

102. 

107. 

114. 

~  • 

I  r 

!  Standardised  Birth  Rate  j 

per  1,000  population.  ;  13*82 

14.43 

15.36 

15.7 

1  l 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  year.  J  5. 

2. 

4. 

• 

r 

Infantile  Mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births.  \  49.01 

18.7 

35.1 

23.0 

f 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  population.  \  7.7 

10.57 

9.3 

11.7 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Excluding  Tuberculosis)  -  Compiled  from 

notifications  received. 


Age  s . 

• 

Total. 

Admit¬ 
ted  to 
Hosp¬ 
ital. 

De aths . 

Diseases . 

-i 

v 

2 

1  Co 

1 

1 

L 

5/ 

9 

10/ 

14 

■ 

!  IV)  H 

1 

i  *  \ 

I 

IT).  1 
C\i  ^  1 

Scarlet  j 

Fever.  |  -. 

_ _ J 

1‘ 

6. 

— ”  • 

7. 

i 

Whooping 

Cough.  |  ~o 

2 

4. 

• 

• 

6. 

• 

”  m 

Measles . 

1. 

24. 

41. 

74. 

2- 

*■“  • 

142. 

• 

Meningococcal 
Inf e  ction. 

— 

• 

*■“  • 

• 

• 

*“  • 

1. 

”  • 

1. 

— —  • 

~  • 

Dysentery. 

—  • 

~~  • 

• 

C 

1. 

o 

1. 

0 

Acute 

Pneumonia. 

- 

“  • 

« 

• 

• 

0 

4. 

4. 

• 

Paratyphoid 

Fever. 

1. 

***  • 

““  • 

- • 

“  • 

~~  0 

“  • 

1. 

1. 

! 

Salmonella 

typhi-murium.. 

• 

♦ 

*'*  • 

• 

3. 

3. 

1. 

j 

Infective 
Hepatitis.  '  -. 

5 

1. 

U: 

- 

1. 

1. 

4. 

“  • 

• 

Totals  s- 

169. 

2. 

““  • 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Number  of  Primary  Injections  in  pre  School 

children,  1956.  =  105* 

Number  of  Primary  Injections  in  School  children.  =  2. 

Number  of  Booster  Injections,  1956.  =  39. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary 

M. 


Non-Pulmonary. 

—  - F. 


(i)  New  Cases  notified.  1.  1. 


1.  1. 
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(ii)  Ages  of  new  cases 

Pulmonary.  ( Lungs ) . 


1  Male, 

1  Female, 

Non-Pulmonary. 

1  Male , 

1  Female, 


28  years. 
23  years. 


8  years. 
12  years. 


( iii) 


Cases  ''crossed  off  the  Register  as  recovered"  during 
the  year  :- 


2  Pulmonary. 


1  Male. 

1  Female. 


33  years. 
31  years. 


3  Non-Pulmonary . 


1  Male. 

2  Females. 


if-  years. 

5  and  7  years. 


(iv)  Cases  "crossed  off  the  Register  by  removal  to  other 
Districts  or  by  death"  during  the  year 


To  other  districts  i- 


Pulmonary.  -  1  Male.  -  38  years. 


By  Death; - 
NIL. 


(v) 


Cases  on  the  Register  at 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  Total. 


the  end  of  the  year  :- 

Non-Pulmonary . 

IT  Yl  Total. 


15.  10.  25. 


5.  10.  15. 


SECTION  47  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

FOOD. 


Information  under  this  heading  is  given  in  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  report. 


5. 


. 


SEWERAGE. 


The  work  of  laying  sewers  in  Onehouse  Road  and 
Creeling  Road  was  completed. 

A  Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held  on  19th  June  into 
the  Council's  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  to  proceed  with  Stage  II  of  their 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme.  Contract  documents 
were  subsequently  prepared,  and  advertisements  inviting 
tenders  were  issued  early  in  1957. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Form  572 
is  attached. 


I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


KATHLEEN  M.  HARDING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STOVMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STOV/MARICET. 

Septemher,  1957. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOWMARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 

Inspector. 


I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1956. 

During  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  ( Change  of 
Designation)  Act,  1956,  was  passed,  and  this  provides  that 
Sanitary  Inspectors  shall  in  future  be  designated  Public 
Health  Inspectors  -  a  title  which  more  aptly  describes  the 
duties  of  the  office.  Also,  arising  out  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Working  Party  on  the  Recruitment, 
Training  and  Qualification  of  Sanitary  Inspectors,  the 
existing  Examining  Body  was  reconstituted  as  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  Education  Board. 

The  year  was  one  of  continued  activity,  the  main 
preoccupations  being  Meat  Inspection,  a  subject  of  first 
importance  and  in  which  a  100$  inspection  was  again 
maintained;  Housing,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
replacement  of  unfit  houses,  and  in  which  progress  was  less 
rapid  than  had  been  hoped  for;  and  the  implementation  of 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  A-ct,  1955,  and  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955.  These  are  referred  to  in  greater 

detail,  as  are  the  numerous  other  varied  duties,  under  their 
respective  headings  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 


HOUSING. 

(a)  New,  Houses.  (Statistical,  and  not  actual  work  of  the 

'  Department ) . 

During  the  year  fourteen  Council  houses  were  completed. 
Twelve  houses  were  completed  and  seventeen  were  under 
construction  for  private  enterprise. 

( b)  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Parts  II  and  III. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954~~-  Part  I, 

Progress  in  implementing  the  five  year  programme  of 
slum  clearance  was  disappointingly  slo w,  and  in  fact  little 
obvious  progress  was  made  until  well  tov/ards  the  end  of  the 
year.  After  much  discussion  by  the  Committees  concerned,it 
v/as  decided  to  allocate  ten  of  the  first  twenty  new  properties 
next  becoming  available  to  displaced  families  from  slum 
clearance  properties,  and  that  in  future  one  house  out  of 
every  three  new  houses  which  become  available  be  allotted  for 


1. 


. 


' 


. 


.  .  .  •  . 


■ 


’■ 


like  purpose.  The  Council  accepted  in  principle  the 
policy  that  their  next  five  year  housing  programme  should _ 
envisage  the  building  of  three  hundred  and  ten  housing  units, 
to  provide  for  both  ordinary  housing  needs  and  for  the 
re-housing  of  families  from  slum  clearance  properties. 

In  January,  1957,  a  tender  was  accepted  for  the  erection 
of  forty  flats  at  the  Chilton  Hall  Estate,  and  it  is 
therefore  reasonable  to  expect  that  at  least  a  dozen . unfit 
houses  can  be  dealt  with  during  1957.  In  anticipation  of 
this,  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  and  Clearance  Orders  made 
in  December,  and  were  awaiting  confirmation  in  respect  of 
the  following  j- 


I 

Clearance 
Area  No. 

Situation. 

No.  of 
Houses . 

- - - 

No.  of 
families 

- - — - - 

1956/1. 

1  -  11, Regent  Street. 

6. 

5. 

61  -  63,  Union  Street. 

2  • 

2. 

1956/2. 

88  -  92,  Union  Street. 

3. 

1. 

1956/3. 

3-7,  Union  Street. 

3. 

1. 

1956/4. 

15  -  17,  Needham  Road. 

2. 

2. 

1956/5. 

j 

77  -  79,  Bridge  Street. 

_ 

2. 

- - 

Closing  Orders  were  made  and  became  operative  as 
follows  rz 


Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  -  Sec.  1Q_. 

11,  Regent  Street . 

3  and  17,  Spring  Row. 

East  cottage  of  pair,  Combs  Ford  Square. 

These  were  all  unoccupied  unfit  houses  which  will 
eventually  be  included  in  Cle arance  Areas. 


Housing  Act,  1936  -  Sec.  12. 

Living  accommodation  over  26  and  28,  Ipswich  Street. 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let. 

79,  Bridge  Street. 

5,  Spring  Row. 


Notice  was  served  under  Section  11  (l)  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  7,  Church  \/alk,  and  the  owner  ge-ve 
an  undertaking  under  sub-section  (3),  which  was  accepted,  to 
carry  out  works  to  render  the  house  fit  for  human  habitation. 
This  work  was  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sixty  eight  houses  were  rendered  fit  during  the  year  as 
a  result  of  informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts. 


2. 
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( c )  Housing  Act,  1949  -  Improvement  Grants. 

Twenty  enquiries  were  dealt  with.  Sixteen  formal 
applications  were  received,  and  of  these  thirteen  were 
approved  for  grant.  Grants  totalling  £1,904  were  approved, 
making  a  total  of  £2,  312.  8.  9d  since  inaur  'urnl'i  on  of  ^ 

s  cheme . 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Six  now  licences  to  station  and  use  a  moveable  dwelling 
were  granted,  and  one  existing  licence  renewed.  One 
application  was  refused.  There  were  five  moveable  dwellings 
occupied  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


AGED  PERSONS  LIVING  IN  UNSATISPACTORY  CONDITIONS. 


An  elderly  woman  living  alone  in  unsatisfactory 
conditions  -  referred  to  in  previous  reports  -  had  again 
to  be  removed  to  hospital  in  June,  and  she  was  there  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 


FOOD. 

(a)  Number  and  types  of  food  premises. 


Bakehouses.  3. 
Bakers  and  Conf e ctioners .  5* 
Butchers.  8. 
Cafes.  8. 
Chemists.  3» 
Egg  Packing  Station.  1. 
Fish,  Fried.  7. 

do.  Wet.  4. 
Flour  Mills.  2. 
General  Stores.  14. 
Greengrocers .  7. 
Groceries  and  Provisions.  8. 
Hotels.  2. 
Sausage,  Pie  and  Brawn  Factory.  1. 
Snack  Bars.  2. 
Sweet  Shops.  11. 

Wholesale  Warehouses. 

Groceries  and  Provisions.  1. 
Sweets.  1. 


( b)  Number,  by  type,  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 

and  Drugs  Act,  1953,  and  the  number  of  Dairies  registered 


under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  -  1954. 


For  the  sale  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream.  -  28. 
For  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  etc.  -  9. 
Fried  Fish  Shops.  -  7. 
Dairies.  -  5. 


( c)  Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises. 

142. 


3. 


' 
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( d )  Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Pood. 

Condemned  meat  and  offals  were  sold  to  the  Suffolk  Pat 
and  Bone  Company  of  Oulton  Broad,  for  processing,  at  10/- 
per  cwt.  for  carcase  beef,  and  5/-  por  cwt,for  other  material. 
The  proceeds,  less  10$  for  administration  were  paid  to  the 
owners  concerned. 

All  condemned  meat  and  offals  were  stained  with  a 
naphthaline  green  dye  before  leaving  the  slaughterhouses. 

Tinned  foods  were  collected  and  buried  at  the  Council's 

refuse  tip. 


( e )  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  -  1932. 

No  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Urban  District. 


( f )  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  19 5 5  -  56. 

The  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1956 
The  Act  consolidates  and  repeals  legislation  contained  in 
several  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  Regulations  give  local 
authorities  considerably  wider  and  stronger  powers  than  they 
had  under  Section  13  of  the  1938  Act. 


Much  time  and  study  was  given  to  implementing  the 
new  Act  and  Regulations,  and  many  visits  paid  to  the  several 
food  shops  in  the  town.  In  the  main,  it  can  be  said  that 
there  has  been  a  general  willingness  on  the  part  of  food  trade 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  new  regulations,  and  a 
considerable  amount  has  been  done  towards  this  end,  so  far 
without  any  recourse  to  formal  action.  Pinality  has  not  yet 
been  reached,  and  some  of  the  requirements  present 
considerable  difficulties,  but  I  acknowledge  with  appre elation 
the  co-operative  approach  food  traders  have  made  to  achieve 
the  purposes  of  the  Regulations.  In  addition  to  the  fairly 
extensive  improvements  which  have  been  carried  out,  minor 
inf ringements  have  been  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 


Instances  of  string  embedded  in  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  a 
nail  in  cake  occurred,  and  the  firm  concerned  was  given 
warnings  following  reports  to  the  Council. 


( g)  Meat . 


A  100$  inspection  of  all  carcases  at  the  three 
slaughterhouses  was  maintained,  and  this  involved  attendance 
at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses  every  Saturday  and  Sunday  and 
many  evenings  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  carcases 
was  less  by  6,256  than  in  the  previous  year,  there  being  7,182 
fewer  "smalls",  i.e.  calves,  sheep,  and  pigs,  but  926  more 
cattle.  Reduced  to  "cattle  units"  the  figure  for  1955  was 

12954-  and  for  1956,  10406.  The  reduction  in  the  total  number 
of  animals  killed,  mainly  pigs,  was  due  to  a  considerable 
diminution  of  London  trade  from  two  of  the  slaughterhouses,  one 
of  them  concentrating  more  on  the  building  up  of  a  beef  trade 
in  the  town  and  surrounding  Districts  to  a  radius  of  about 
50  miles. 
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Sixty  nine  more  carcases,  of  which  thirty  six  were  whole 
carcases,  were  found  to  be  diseased  or  unsound  than  in  1955,  and 
condemnations  were  8,833  lbs. higher.  Prom  this  it  might  be 

inferred  that  the  standard  of  animals  sent  in  for  slaughter  was 
lower,  but  in  point  of  fact  this  was  not  so,  and  the  standard 
was  generally  very  good.  Many  diseased  and  unsound  conditions 
are  not  apparent  until  an  animal  has  been  slaughtered  and 
dressed,  and  a  comparison  with  the  condemnations  in  1955  reveals 
that  the  increase  is  largely  accounted  for  by  unsound  rather 
than  actual  diseased  conditions.  A  point  of  real  significance 
and  importance  is  the  lower  percentage  of  cows  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis,  viz:  9.33,  against  15.1  in  1955, 

15.8  in  1954,  and  16.4  in  1953- 

Details  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  are  as 

follows  S - 


* 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

Cows . 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs . 

Pigs . 

Number  killed. 

2241. 

— — i 

i 

•  i 

o-l 

OM 

VO| 

1 

1 

255. 

4115. 

13119. 

Number  inspected. 

2241. 

697. 

255. 

4115. 

13119. 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cystircerci . 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

5. 

3. 

3. 

31. 

23. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

438. 

172. 

6. 

136. 

575. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

19*8 

25'H 

WJ 

. 

VJl 

Wj 

4*06 

4-56 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

5. 

8. 

1. 

—*  • 

4. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

118. 

57. 

• 

*“*  • 

438. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis . 

5-49 

9*33 

0-39 

3*37 

Cysticercosis  : 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
v/ as  condemned. 

16. 

2. 

• 

• 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
ref rigeration. 

16. 

2. 

9 

—  • 

9 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

•”  • 

i  n 

• 

• 

5. 


. 


. 


The  following  table  sets  out  inspections  and  condemnations 
during  the  past  four  .years 


1953. 

1954. 

1955. 

1956. 

(i)  ANIMALS  KILLED. 

Cattle. 

1,387. 

974. 

2,012. 

2,938. 

Calves . 

1,170. 

339. 

431. 

255. 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

2,745. 

2,177. 

4,405. 

4,H5. 

Pigs. 

3,044. 

8,361. 

19,835. 

13,H9. 

Totals  :  - 

8,346. 

11,851. 

26, 683 . 

20,427. 

(ii)  MEAT  AND  OPPALS 

CONDEMNED  s- 

lbs . 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Meat . 

8,6911-. 

11,  586. 

20,783. 

25,215*. 

Offals . 

Meat  &  Offals, from 

8,737. 

6,191. 

13,248$. 

17, 6 49 3. 

other  Districts. 

59. 

49  3*. 

286. 

18. 

Imported  Meat. 

13  6b. 

135. 

—*■  • 

• 

( iii)  PERCENTAGE  OP 

ANIMALS  INSPECTED 

APPECTED  WITH 

DISEASE i  - 

All  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  C.ysticerci 

Cattle,  excluding 

Cows . 

20-12 

14*74 

13-25 

19*8 

Cows . 

18-78 

24-3 

24*22 

25‘U 

Calves . 

■  • 

2-66 

1*86 

3*53 

Sheep  and  L  amb s . 

1-53 

2-66 

5-09 

4*06 

Pigs . 

0-09 

4-  62 

3*53 

4.56 

Tuberculosis  only 

Cattle,  excluding 

Cows . 

5*  25 

4-36 

6*03 

5.  49 

Cows . 

16.  4 

15-8 

15-1 

9-33 

Calves . 

• 

• 

0.  23 

0.39 

Pigs . 

2.86 

3*22 

2-9 

3-37. 

C.ysticercosis 

Cattle, including 

Cows . 

0-8 

1*36 

1.0 

0.  61 

No  horses  are  killed  in  the  District  for  human 
consumption. 
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(h)  Tinned  and  Other  Poods. 


The  following  tinned  and  other  foods  were  condemned 


tins .  lbs.  ozs. 


Pish. 

10. 

9. 

8. 

Pruit. 

48. 

67. 

aJL 
^1*2  • 

Me  at . 

85. 

205. 

3i. 

Milk. 

65. 

47. 

14. 

Soups . 

18. 

17. 

10. 

Vegetables . 

104. 

131. 

7i. 

Mis  cellaneous . 

6. 

6. 

• 

Totals 

336. 

1! 

•  1  1 

II 

CO  II 
■sf-  II 

II 

15*. 

Total  Weight  of  all  Poods 

Cond emned. 

19*356  tons.  (approximately). 


( j )  Transport  of  Meat. 


There  was  further  marked  improvement  in  the  type  of 
vehicles  and  the  methods  used  in  the  transport  of  meat  and 
offals,  and  no  serious  cause  of  complaint  arose. 


(k)  Slaughterhouses . 

The  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  have  been  well 
conducted  and  maintained.  Matters  to  which  it  was  necessary 
to  call  attention  were  quickly  attended  to. 

( l)  Slaughtermen’s  Licences. 

Eleven  slaughtermen's  licences,  six  being  renewals,  were 
issued  during  the  year.  One  application  was  refused. 


(m)  Milk  and  Dairies. 


At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Register 
contained  five  Dairy  Premises,  one  'Wholesale  Distributor, 
and  four  Retail  Distributors.  One  Retail  Distributor 
ceased  to  operate  during  the  year. 

Five  Tuberculin  Tested  Dealer’s  Licences,  one  Sterilised 
Dealer's  Licence,  and  four  Pasteurised  Dealer’s  Licences 
were  issued  during  the  year,  but  only  three,  one,  and  two 
respectively  were  operative  at  the  close,  the  businesses  to 
which  the  others  applied  having  ceased. 

( n)  Market  Pood  Stalls. 


The  regular  Market  Pood  stalls  were  one  wet  fish,  two, 
sometimes  three,  fruit  and  vegetable,  and  two  sweet,  and  these 
were  inspected  weekly.  The  stalls, with  the  exception  of  the 
sweet  stalls,  are  the  property  of  the  Council, and  with  the 
exception  of  that  for  fish  can  be  regarded  as  reasonably 
satisfactory.  The  fish  stall  is  of  wood,  and  therefore  not 
non-absorbent,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  and  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  remedy  this. 

7. 


Generally  speaking  the  stalls  were  well  conducted,  but 
informal  notice  regarding  minor  inf ringements  were  necessary 
from  time  to  time.  Several  informal  notices  were  given 
regarding  the  use  of  tobacco  while  handling  open  food,  and 
these  resulted  in  a  considerable  diminution  of  the  practice. 
Formal  action  may  yet  be  necessary  to  eliminate  it 
altogether. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Forty  two  water  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination 
as  follows  %  - 


Fifteen  from  services  off  the  Town  (Station  Road)  Supply. 

One  from  the  rising  main,  and  thirteen  from  the 
Reservoirs  at  the  Poplar  Hill  Waterworks. 

Fourteen  from  services  off  the  Poplar  Hill  Supply. 

Two  samples  taken  from  a  service  off  the  Town  suroply 
were  reported  as  unsatisfactory,  and  on  invest igation  the 
service  pipe  was  found  to  be  cracked.  The  pipe  was  renewed 
and  subsequent  samples  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Unsatisf actory  reports  were  received  on  three  samples 
taken  from  the  Poplar  Hill  supply.  A  sample  taken  direct 
from  the  rising  main  was  satisfactory,  but  samples  taken  from 
three  of  the  four  reservoir  tanks  were  adversely  reported  upon. 
Attention  was  given  to  these  tanks  by  the  Water  Engineer,  and 
subsequent  samples  taken  from  the  four  tanks  and  from  services 
off  the  supply  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

All  other  samples  were  reported  as  "satisfactory"  or 
"very  satisfactory". 


SWIMMING  POOL. 


Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Swimming  Pool  and  the 
Children's  Paddling  Pool  were  reported  as  "satisfactory". 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950° 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  shops  of  various 
kinds  in  the  town.  Thirty  six  were  inspected,  and 
contraventions  found  at  five  of  them.  These  were  remedied 
after  Informal  Notice. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 

Forty  nine  inspections  wore  made  under  the  Factories 
Acts.  Seven  defects  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1955  were 
remedied,  and  sixteen  other  defects  or  inf ringements  were 
found  and  remedied. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  this  Act. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

One  licence  was  renewed. 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

No  nuisances  necessitating  formal  action  occurred. 

CONVENIENCES  AT  LICENSED  AND  PUBLIC  PREMISES . 

These  were  all  inspected  during  tile  year,  and  found 
to  be  generally  clean  and  well  maintained. 

PUBLI C  C ONYENTE NCOS. 

These  were  cleaned  daily,  but  were  subjected  to 
the  abuse  and  misuse  which,  unfortunately,  has  come  to  be 
associated  with  unattended  conveniences. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  NOTIFIABLE  PI SEISES . 

Seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  Sonne  Bysentery, 
one  Para-typhoid,  three  Salmonella  typhi -murium,  and  two  of 
Tuberculosis  were  investigated.  Fifty  six  faeces  and  urine 
specimens  were  collected  and  despatched  to  the  Public  Health- 
Laboratory.  Arrangements  were  made  for  fumigating  one  set 
of  bedding. 


PREVENTION  AND  DAMAGE  BY  P"STS  ACT,  1949. 

Thirty  seven  complaints  of  infestations  of  rats  or  mice 
were  received  and  dealt  with,  and  regular  surveys  were  carried 


out,  and  treatments  given  where  necessary.  The  Refuse  Tips 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  subjected  to  frequent  treatments. 


The  sewers  were  test-baited  and  subjected  to  two 

treatments , 

and  a  number  of  manholes  wore 
evidence  of  rats  was  found. 

treated  in  addition 

,  but 

little 

The  number  of  treatments 

and  the  "known  kill 

"  were 

as 

follows  :- 

Known 

Kill. 

Treatments . 

Rats. 

Mice . 

Local  Authorities’  j:>remises. 
Business  and  Industrial 

18. 

205. 

10. 

Premises . 

16, 

108. 

28. 

Private  Dwellinghousos . 

139. 

440. 

90. 

Totals 

173. 

753. 

128. 

It  will  be  observed  that, 

apart  from  Local  Author! 

t  ies  ' 

premises,  which  are  dealt  with  as  a  matter  of  routine,  three 
quarters  of  the  number  of  treatments  were  the  result  of  surveys. 
The  number  of  bodies  recovered  was  higher  by  500  in  the  case  of 
rats  and  over  80^  in  the  case  of  mice  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  figures  for  both  Local  Authority  and  Business  and  Industrial 
premises  were  roughly  the  same  as  in  1955*  Early  notification 
of  infestations  by  householders  would  result  in  earlier 
treatment  and  consequently  fewer  rats  and  mice. 
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REPUS E  COLLECTION. 


This  service  has  continued  satisfactorily,  and  the  absence 
of  any  serious  complaints  again  indicates  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  the  work  of  collection  has  been  carried  out. 

A  further  33  refuse  bins  were  supplied  by  the  Council 
under  Section  75  (3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  bringing 
the  total  issued  to  347.  Two  have  been  returned  to  stock  and 
nineteen  written  off  as  worn  out  since  the  scheme  commenced  at 
the  end  of  1950,  and  there  are  now  326  in  service. 


SALVAGE. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  continued,  but  some  difficulty 
was  experienced  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  by  a 
limitation  imposed  by  the  Mills  on  the  amounts  they  could  accept. 
Consequently  the  whole  of  the  amount  collected  -  125  tons  12-g-  cwts 
which  was  nearly  7 7°  above  that  of  the  previous  year  -  could  not 
be  disposed  of,  and  11  tons  had  to  be  held  in  stock.  This,  and 
a  reduction  in  prices  paid,  resulted  in  a  rather  lower  cash 
yield  than  in  1955*  Actual  sales  were  114  tons,  12-g-  cwts.,  for 
which  £901.  14.  9d  was  received.  Stock  held  was  worth  £84. 

Other  salvaged  materials  yielded  £28.  8.  3d,  making  a  total 
of  £930.  3.  0d  actually  received. 


COMPLAINTS. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  complaints  were  received  and 

dealt  with. 


NOTICES. 


One  Statutory  notice  was  served  under  the  Housing  Act, 1936, 
Section  9,  in  respect  of  No.  6,  Victoria  Road.  This  was  not 


complied  with,  and  the  Council  proceeded  themselves 


the  necessary  work  carried  out, 
intention  a. 
uncompleted 


provided  in  Section  10  (2) 
at  the  close  of  the  year 


after  giving  notice 


to 

of 


have 

their 


The  work  was 


One  hundred  and  seventy  six  Informal  Notices  were 
the  vast  majority  of  which  were  promptly  attended  to. 


given, 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 


This  Act,  except  for  certain  provisions,  came  into 
operation  on  the  last  day  of  the  year. 


CONCLUSION. 

I  acknowledge  with  appreciation  the  continued  support  of  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  generally,  and  the  co-operation  of  the 
other  Officers  and  their  staffs. 

I  particularly  thank  Doctor  K.M. Harding, Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  her  co-operation  and  help, and  I  again  pay  tribute  to 
the  efficiency,  keenness,  and  loyalty  of  Mr.  Kenneth  Y/hiteley, 
the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I  am,  Gentlement, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  FISHER. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Meat  a.nd  Foods  Inspector  and 
Salvage  Officer. 
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